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'An Astomshmg

Telephoné Call °

- Libyan dictator Muammar Qad
_ dafi made-an embarrassing. mistake
¥ .zecently. He put:in  a-sccret fele- -

_ phone call to Egyptian Defense Min- -

: .ister. Abu Ghazala, and , suggested

that leya and. Egypt go to
against Israel. :

Qaddafi_ had mnsjudged his man.

- Ghazala’s ‘reply to the Libyan *

strongman’s suggestion was diplo-

" matic but suceinct: ‘Fgypt, Ghakala- -

pointed out, has a peace treaty with
Israel and doa not mtend to break

If nothing else, Qaddnfis aston~ :

" ishing phone call ‘shows that he i8°

not mellowmg, as has been reported.

- His goal is still what it has always"'

been—to destroy Israel and unite

- the Ambwoﬁd under hns own han-

ner. -
- As a young -Arab 1.ealot, Qad»
. daﬁ was an admirer of the charisma--: -

=

“ tic Fgyptian- leader ‘Gamal Abdel. -

Naseer, who at one point tried to

unite Fgypt and Libya as the first
..8tep.in u‘eat,mg one great Arab Ra--

tion.

"Though Qaddafi was once close to
Nasser's successor, Anwar Sadat—he
even lived fora time in Sadat's"
home—the Libyan- came to ‘helieve -
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Exypt and Israel’ aeemedm set Qad-_
- dafi’s hatred for Sadat in concrete.”
Foryears, the twooftlumvengaged

in shrill rhetorical: exchanges, and :
\each ‘Plotted coups and . assassina-
' tions-against the "other:. The .two -

‘stayed behind to destroy  bandoned
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troops back to safety-while.

equipment: The decision meant a

. long, -dangerous” fomd .march hack f

“ through the desert, **+ =

-Ghazala has led: a;clmrmed life.
“He -became defense minister ‘when
- his predecessorwaskdledmahel-
icopter crash; Ghazala would “have

_countries even wont:ﬁwover hor-mbeen iin-the-chapper;sbit -he was in

~der differences for fout daysin 1977,
and when Sadat was assassinated in -
~October, 1981, Qaddafi indulged in a
_ tasteless dnsplay of public exuitation..

But even during the years of hos- -

t:hty, Qaddafi repeatedly made se-
, cret overtures-to Cairo, A secret CIA

. neport noted ﬂmt,whﬂehewas send- -
~ing -out his .assassination - squads,

" Qaddafi still “tried privately to reach -
- arreconciliation with Sadat, believing
~ ‘that the Egyptian leader eventually
" would see the error;of his ways.”
The . Libyan -also -was 4rying -to
buttet up Ghazala during that - pe-
riod. He evndently thought he-had -
succeeded, as shown. by his secret
phone call, the details.of which were.

Atta by intelligence sources.’
But Ghazala, a soldier’s soldner,

- not the ‘man to let Qaddafi sucker

“him into a war with- Israel—in
which, of -course; Egypt would bear
ithe: ‘brunt-of the- fighting.»«+

' Tales of Ghazala’s- heroism in the
..1978 war abound in Cairo. After one -
“about it. Qaddafi, he sald,~must be

- losing engagement with the Israelis, ~
: for ~ example, -Ghazala—though the ~
* top Egyptian field commander—sent .

.. France. to. bring ‘home -his wite, ‘who
“.-had -gone, there for ; " treat-

'~ment.0n0ct.6 1981, he 'was at’
_ Sadat’s sidewhenthemdlcal Mos-

lem - assassins struck; -;a _grenade

. bounced off Ghazalas head and

failed to explode. . -
Ghazala “is staunchly prB-Amer-.

“"ican -and speaks fluent English: He

“made many friends.in Washington
~while'he was military attache at the

- embassy here from 1976 to 1980. He
- also reportedly detests the Soviets,

~apparently dating back to the nearly

- four years he spent-at a senior offi-

~cers’ war college in-the Soviet Union

" when the Kremlin was Egyptswer .
- bearing ally. ...wpuriaiy
- disclosed 'to my sssociate Dale Van .

‘Ghazala pmfem nmvavenng‘
support. for. President’ Hoeni Mu-

“ barak, “We .are. brothers,”. :he ‘said

recently.,*I.am as loyal to the pres-
ident as he was to Sadat.” This does
not rule out the prospect that he w:ll
succeed Mubamk someday.

.As for Qaddafi’s phone call, Gha
zala -laughed recently when asked

“crazy. That’s the same opmlon Sadat
"often voiced. , .
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